Hampshire Seniors Golf Society

Report on 2nd outing at Cowdray Park Thursday 25th March 

'Never allow that Trevor Foreman to arrange any cricket match as it is bound to rain on the day' was the general topic of discussion around the dinner table after another 'weather-challenged' round of golf at Cowdray Park.

In fairness, we experienced all of the 4 seasons in a day-at one stage the layers were peeled off and some of us were in our shirt sleeves as we enjoyed some very welcome spring sunshine.

.... but we should have paid more attention to the number of dead oak trees on the course! Thankfully, the thunder storm passed through quite quickly but the bolts of lightning were a bit disconcerting to say the least.

7 out of the 12 on the course braved the elements and finished their rounds and 5 beat a hasty but sensible retreat back to the clubhouse. Rumour has it that Trevor Foreman only stayed with it because he had a half decent card at the time!

The plethora of prizes was increased to include a bottle of wine  for the best front 9 and this was won by Alan( Trevor's guest) who accumulated 21 stableford points  followed by Jim Smallbone with 19 and  Leon Whitfield,   John Knight and Trevor Foreman with 18 each.

The nearest the pin prize was won by John Rickard who, together with Gil Collins & Nick Blakstad warmly applauded Mick Swain's attempt to get closer to JR's effort. The applause, in the absence of being able to see where Mick's shot had landed, was taken to be a hole in 1 and all in the vicinity warmly congratulated Mick on his achievement, only to find out that the applause was for Mick's shot landing closer to the Pin but then spinning back further than JR's shot!!

Nick Blakstad set the standard for the longest drive , Alan surpassed it but it was JK ( John Knight) who won it-all the additional fitness training JK is doing to bowl seamers this year is already starting to pay dividends!

For the full 18 holes, new member Russell Kyte ( with a little local knowledge ) took 3rd place from Trevor Foreman on countback with 35 points, Alan securing 2nd place with 36 points and Nick, Jim Smallbone's friend,winning it with 38 points-well done Nick!

Cowdray really looked after us , keeping a close eye on the weather , having the bacon baps available as and when people arrived and putting on a mean Sheppard's Pie for dinner.

We all look forward to playing the course again, hopefully in a match v the Sussex Seniors, in the summer , when the greens are likely to be 'Augusta' quick.

Thank you for your support.

'Bad-weather Trevor'

