There was a regal flavour to England’s ICC World Twenty20 coronation in the Caribbean last month.
No, it wasn’t the sublime strokeplay of Craig Kieswetter and Hampshire star Kevin Pietersen, who hammered the Australians to all parts en route to the crown.
And no, it wasn’t the intelligent slow bowling of Graeme Swann and Michael Yardy, who put opposition batsmen in a spin as England reigned supreme.
It was, in fact, Her Majesty the Queen roaring the Three Lions to their maiden global trophy in Barbados.
Well, almost. Colin ‘Codge’ Greetham ensured the monarch was in town as her boys backed up their Ashes triumph with another right royal beating of the Aussies.
The popular 71-year-old retired Petersfield postie was the jewel in the crown of Sky’s coverage, with cameras regularly seeking him out during their live action as well as pre-match interviews as Paul Collingwood & Co sauntered to the Twenty20 throne.
Such was her popularity on the Bridgetown terraces, the Queen was even invited to join the professional dancers on the pitch-side podiums and even guest starred at birthday parties in the region.
Colin, who has been holidaying on the Caribbean island for 18 years, laughed: ‘It was quite an adventure – really great.
‘This year it just happened to coincide with the Twenty20.
‘And when I opened my case I just happened to have my Queen mask with me! I don’t know why!
‘I’ve had the costume for some time, ever since we went to an Abba fancy dress night and I went as a dancing Queen. Being a goalkeeper and wicket-keeper all my life, I’m a bit of a showman.
‘We’ve been to Test matches in Barbados before but it just happened to click with the Twenty20 this time and I couldn’t resist it.’
Colin became an overnight celebrity on the island. After a practise run in the group stages, his act took off as England landed in Barbados for the Super Eights.
And by the final he was in full swing to the reggae beat.
‘When they played in St Lucia I dressed up in a sports bar to test the water and it went down very well,’
said Colin, who played in goal for Alton Town during the 1960s.
‘Later on I was interviewed by Australia TV and Sky Sports News. 
‘My children video-taped a lot of the coverage and I was on quite a bit.
‘In the final I was even invited to go down the front on to the stage with the dancers, prime position. I was cheerleader for the crowd really.
‘I was even being recognised in the street, the supermarket, was in the Barbados paper and did a couple of birthday parties, coming in with the cake dressed as the Queen.’
Colin, who plays for the Hampshire Over-60s A team, was egged on by his cricket-mad family.
His son, David, played for the Hampshire Cricket Board while representing Winchester in the Southern League. And continuing the cricketing theme daughter Barbara started a ladies’ side called Pink Maidens and quickly roped mum
Jackie into playing.
Colin’s alter-ego, though, came as a shock to friends across the world. 
‘They all encourage me, my wife even went and bought tights for me to wear,’ he said.
‘That was a little bit naughty! 
‘I’ve had so many messages from people I know, even friends in Australia.
‘Occasionally I would sit down and take the mask off to get some fresh air and the camera would pan to me.
 It must have given them quite a shock.’
 

“Codge” Greetham REGAL FLAVOUR TO 
