Hampshire 50+ A vs Bedfordshire 50+ A
Tuesday 1 September 2009 – IBM Hursley
Castle Cover Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 224-6
Bedford 160 all out
Hampshire won by 64 runs
The Seniors exacted full revenge for a narrow 3 run defeat earlier in the season when they entertained Bedford in their final Group fixture. With mercurial skipper Pat Wickson held up in traffic somewhere in the deepest New Forest (he’s not sure where but apparently he was avoiding a spot check by the DVLA), Andy Yorke deputised, lost the toss & the Seniors were invited to bat after a 45 minute rain delay.
Colin Handley (2) went early leaving IBM stalwart Tony Adams & Guy Clifford to put on 70 runs for the 2nd wicket. Clifford (55) set about the Bedford bowling in fine style hitting a 6 & 9 consecutive 4’s before he was caught in the 17th over. Phil Loat, legendary Havant left arm spinner making his debut for the Seniors, then joined Adams & after a period of consolidation they proceeded to add 97 runs for the 3rd wicket before Loat was eventually run out having scored a solid 55 runs. John Knight was dismissed lbw first ball, a candidate for the Primary Club & with Adams (55) bowled shortly afterwards having punched & jabbed his way to a half century on his home ground, the Seniors were 185-5 after 40 overs. It was left to Wickson (20) & Barry Newton (18*) to scamper vital runs in the last 5 overs to present Bedford with a challenging target.
With the rain continuing to hold off, the Seniors started well when opener A. Patel (2), attempting to stroll a single, was surprised to be run out by a direct throw from “dead eye” Wickson in the deep. Opening bowlers Dave Morris & Alan Dunning bowled accurately containing Gilbert & Janaway as Bedford slipped behind the required rate.
The introduction of Knight achieved the breakthrough when he had the dangerous Janaway (32) brilliantly caught by “safe hands” Wickson on the boundary. Loat chipped in when Gilbert (20) was caught by Adams who danced a jig of delight! When Knight bowled Chudley (12) followed by Newton snaring skipper Ingram (7) the Seniors were well in control of the game. Stand in skipper Yorke then decided to turn his arm over. With his first ball the champion Wield pie thrower bowled a long hop to Jones (30) – the ball looked to be sailing for six runs only to be well caught by Morris at deep square leg.
In the same over the exercise was repeated when D Patel (19) was seduced into a similar rash stroke with Morris pulling off another excellent catch – well done Dave!! Yorke took a fine catch from Newton’s bowling to dismiss Mustoe (1) before adding two more tail enders to his tally finishing with the remarkable figures of 2.2-0-8-4 to soar to the top of the bowling averages, as Bedford fell 64 runs adrift.
A much better all round performance from the Seniors – competent batting & bowling highlighted by some top order fielding & catching – a good finish to an enjoyable campaign albeit results have not always gone our way.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

