Hampshire 50+ A vs Dorset 50+ A
Wednesday 19 August 2009 – Dean Park, Bournemouth
Castle Cover Southern Counties Championship
Dorset 266-4
Hampshire 256-9
Dorset won by 10 runs
A proliferation of extras proved to be the Seniors “Achilles heel” as they slipped to a narrow 10 run defeat to fierce rivals Dorset in the gathering gloom at Dean Park.

Mindful that several of the Seniors team had been held up in traffic, Dorset won the toss & sought to take advantage of the Seniors’ predicament by batting first. Balmer (19) & White made a steady start before Chris Wheeler bowled Balmer. White survived at least two dropped catches early in his innings – these escapes were to cost the Seniors dear as his innings blossomed. Trevor Foreman, supported by ‘keeper Paul Bailey, accounted for Jarvis (9) & Wilkinson (15). When Barry Goodman had White (69) caught behind with the score on 155-4 in the 34th over the Seniors looked to be in with a fighting chance.
However Lewis (42*) & Elsworth (61*) then tucked into some buffet bowling in the last 10 overs. Skipper Pat Wickson went for 25 runs off 2 overs – he metamorphosed into Ian Britton, left hand batsman but never before known to bowl for the Seniors, who proceeded to “bowl” right arm over. This caused chaos in the scorebox as his 3 overs were dispatched for 36 runs. A formidable task awaited the Seniors after tea.
Guy Clifford (16) & Colin Handley made a positive start in reply. However, when Dorset achieved the break through wickets fell steadily. At 148-7 in the 30th over with lynchpin Handley caught for a well made 72 runs it seemed the Seniors would fall considerably short of their target. However the tail wagged as Goodman (24) & Wickson (38) put on 46 runs for the 8th wicket. ‘Keeper Bailey, who has obviously been “hiding his light under a bushel” as far as his batting is concerned, went on to make 38* adding a further 50 runs for the 9th wicket with Wickson before the skipper was bowled. With the light fading fast, the faculties of all participants were stretched to the full but it was generally agreed that Dorset triumphed by the modest margin of 10 runs.
A friendly fixture versus Devon awaits on Wed 26 August at Bashley with the final league game against Bedford at IBM Hursley on Tues 1 September.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

