Hampshire 50+ A vs Dorset 50+ A
Wed 22 July 2009 – Bowerswain
Castle Cover Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 191-9
Dorset 194-7 off 44.4 overs
Dorset won by 3 wickets
Followers of the Seniors A X1 are always sure to witness a tight contest which goes to the wire. Entertaining local rivals Dorset deep in “enemy” territory at the delightful Bowerswain ground, the A team emulated their 1stX1 colleagues’ efforts a few days previously, contriving to lose in the final over.

Invited to bat, the Seniors immediately lost Barry Goodman (0). Guy Clifford (26) & debutant Chris Wheeler (20) batted steadily but found runs hard to score & when both were out in quick succession the total had only risen to 51-3 off 19 overs. Tony Adams (24) batted patiently in tandem with Pete Tapper (45) to push the score along. After a few typically lusty blows Tapper succumbed to a tweaked hamstring & was then adjudged lbw – Adams soon followed, run out attempting an injudicious second run. At 123-5 with only 9 overs remaining, Andy Yorke (7) & John Knight (10) perished trying to up the run rate. It was left to Darryl Osborne (18) & skipper Pat Wickson (14) to scamper some vital runs before both were bowled in the last over leaving Dorset to chase a target of 192 runs.
Both Dorset openers fell early to Osborne - Jenkin (0) the victim of a stunning catch by Nigel Trapp in the first over (the champagne moment of the day) & White (8) trapped lbw. Well supported by Trevor Foreman, the Seniors opening pair bowled economically – so much so that Hand (16) & Wilkinson (26) were both run out in their quest for runs. However the Seniors were unable to dislodge the dangerous Lewis (91*) as he took full advantage of tiring bowlers Trapp & Knight & the below par Yorke, to ruin their figures. He was aided by a cameo innings from Elsworth (20) & despite the efforts of mercurial skipper Wickson who took 3 quick wickets, Lewis dominated proceedings to steer Dorset to victory with 2 balls to spare.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer
