Hampshire 50+ A vs Surrey 50+ A
Tuesday 11 August 2009 – Oxshott
Castle Cover Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 171 all out - 36.2 overs
Surrey 173-6 - 37.1 overs
Surrey won by 4 wickets
Plan A was to score more runs than Surrey and make it three wins out of three.   Therefore plans B, C, D & E shouldn’t be needed.   

My confidence was high as we arrived in glorious weather at Oxshott CC (a Private mixed members Club where Tennis is dominant) with a team bristling with talent strengthened by the inclusion of the 1st Team vice captain Ian Britton (scores runs for fun) and 1st Team opening Bowler/Batsman or is it Batsman/Bowler Barry Goodman.   We had 8 recognised batsmen (not including me) and 6 bowlers.   On a domed pitch with short boundaries to three sides it should be a high scoring game.   The opposition said 250 runs is par and then try to defend.   I could already visualise my batsman scoring boundary after boundary.   It will only take 1 or 2 batsmen to achieve a dominant score and thus a resounding success.
I lost the toss but am put in to bat.  A brisk and risky start from Guy Clifford (36) & Colin Handley (21) was the start I was looking for.   Enter the run machine Ian Britton (1) adjudged lbw.   Enter our rocks Tony Adams (11) & then Barry Newton (4) and the wheels were falling off.   The Seniors had reached 93-6 after only 19 overs.   Skip to plan D and it was John Knight (31) & Andy Yorke (25) who rebuilt the innings but both were dismissed when looking well set.  Still, in strode Barry Goodman but he played on having scored just 7. Thereafter the tail (including me) made modest contributions as the Seniors tumbled to 171 all out with nearly 9 overs left (Cardinal sin).
In reply the Surrey openers Fuller (78*) & Earl (24) took advantage of some wayward bowling from Barry Goodman & debutant Alan Dunning to blast 49 off only 6 overs. An embarrassing annihilation looked on the cards.   The drinks break after 30 overs was looking optimistic.    Drastic measures were needed to break this partnership but my wand was not working.   The introduction of John Knight  & Andy Yorke stifled the run rate. Yorke (9-2-11-3) bowled especially well taking three quick wickets to reduce Surrey to 90-3 to bring an air of respectability to the scoreline.   As these bowlers were ending their spells some batsmen were seen to be ‘loosening up’ rather than encouraging my return.  I resisted and the reintroduction of Alan Dunning, bowling much better in his second spell (9-2-28-2), secured another two wickets but the Seniors were still unable to remove opener Fuller.  Barry Newton and Barry Goodman both then bowled slowly and continued to keep the batsmen as frustrated as possible.   However Fuller prevailed and steered Surrey to a comfortable 4 wicket victory with 8 overs in hand.   Another 30 runs would have made a big difference.
I can’t remember any Champagne moments but the hosts were very excellent company.

A disappointing display by the Seniors who need to score more runs in their remaining matches if positive results are to be achieved.
Thanks to Dick Batchelor for scoring and Geoff Prouton for umpiring.

Looking forward to Dorset again on the 19th August.
Pat Wickson Captain

