Hampshire 60+  vs Devon 60+ 
Thurs 13 August 2009 – Sandford CC, Nr Crediton
Spitfire National 60+ Championship Quarter Final
Hampshire 243-8
Devon 234-9
Hampshire won by 9 runs
The Seniors 60+ X1 travelled to glorious Devon for this National Quarter Final to cross swords with their West Country opponents, many of whom they had faced in their youth playing in the 50+ competition.

Electing to bat first in the beautiful setting of Creedy Park, the Seniors started cautiously with Geoff Owen (13) & Neil Blackey grinding out 43 runs in the first 14 overs against the accurate bowling of the Devon opening pair. When Owen was dismissed, the introduction of the free scoring Martin Hall immediately raised the tempo. With Blackey (84) batting fluently they pushed the score on to 157 by the 30th over before Hall was caught in the deep for a quickfire 58 runs from only 46 deliveries. Blackey’s excellent knock was terminated when he was adjudged lbw and it was left to Mike Swain (46) to dominate proceedings. He hit 3 magnificent sixes, nearly killing a sheep in a field beyond the boundary in the process, before he too was caught trying one big hit too many. Thereafter the innings stalled with only 22 runs scored in the last 5 overs for the loss of another 4 wickets which included Ian Watson (9) & run outs for Messrs Jim Smallbone (9), Stuart Hicks (2) & Stan Rudder (5). In the circumstances a slightly disappointing total failing to build on a solid start & demonstrating the team’s accepted reliance on the batting of the top order to produce a competitive score.
Nevertheless, Stan Rudder & John Hall once again bowled economically & Devon were soon on the back foot as Hall accounted for the openers, Cavendish (4) & skipper Stanton (15). Rudder chipped in with a wicket when he had the dangerous Watts (19) acrobatically caught by Smallbone at deep mid-off – Creedy Park moved as Jim came to earth – a champagne moment. When Stuart Hicks trapped Overthrow (2) lbw Devon appeared to be struggling at 56-4. However Eames (87) & Coe (58) batted with consummate ease taking the score to 178 plundering runs at will as the Seniors fielders were forced to chase leather to all parts. The reintroduction of Hall (9-1-26-3) proved a key decision as he promptly bowled Coe to cap a fine display. The Seniors, who at one stage looked in danger of capitulating, regained the initiative. Chris Westbrook claimed two victims & when Mike Swain had Eames well caught by Hicks, victory was assured, albeit by the narrow margin of 9 runs.
An excellent game played in the true spirit of cricket & enjoyed by all. The Seniors travel to Essex for the Semi-Final – date tbc.

Dick Batchelor – Scorer

(Your usual scribe Pat Hart is currently on “holiday” taking part in the Swiss 6 day Orienteering Championships & then moving on to Zermatt – presumably to climb the Matterhorn -one way to celebrate your 40th wedding anniversary!) TOGS rule OK.

