Hampshire 60+  vs Essex 60+ 
Tues 8 September 2009 – Loughton CC
Spitfire National 60+ Championship Semi Final
Essex 184-6
Hampshire 188-3
Hampshire won by 7 wickets
The Seniors 60+ X1 strolled to a remarkably comfortable win in this Semi Final match defeating Essex by 7 wickets with more than 8 overs to spare, on a beautiful late summer’s afternoon at Loughton.
Winning the toss, the Essex openers Marshall and Stuck plodded along at 3 runs per over against the Seniors steady bowling attack of Stan Rudder & John Hall. With Essex failing to capitalise on a quick outfield, Rudder, with the final ball of his spell, achieved the breakthrough having Stuck (29) caught at the second attempt by Jim Smallbone. Stuart Hicks provided excellent support bowling very tidily conceding only 21 runs & capturing the wicket of Carter (17). A fine piece of fielding by Ian Watson was instrumental in the run out of skipper Newman (16) before Wright joined the pedestrian Marshall. Together they put on 62 runs for the 4th wicket, before Wright (32) fell to a catch by Rudder, seduced into a false shot by the wily Chris Westbrook. Mike Swain eventually bowled Marshall (56 off 121 balls) with the penultimate ball of the innings with Pratt (1) being run out off the final ball leaving the Seniors to chase a modest total of 185 runs to win.

With only 4 runs per over required, a sensible approach would surely see the Seniors through to the Final. Geoff Owen & Neil Blackey (11) put on 43 for the first wicket before Blackey fell to a sharp catch at slip. The free scoring Martin Hall strode to the wicket & together with Owen ensured the Seniors easily maintained the necessary scoring rate against some innocuous bowling. Owen (77) finally succumbed lbw with the score on 152 and victory in sight – it was rumoured umpire Wharton’s decision saved skipper Jan Bridle a jug of Pimms!! When Mike Swain (8) was stumped attempting a big hit to finish the match & it was left to Watson (4*) to hit the winning runs leaving the prolific Hall unbeaten on 72 not out – another fine knock.
A largely uneventful match with the Seniors always in control. The Final is scheduled to take place at Letchworth CC on Sunday 20 September at 12 noon against either Norfolk or Sussex. Details to be confirmed.

Dick Batchelor – Scorer

