Hampshire 60+ vs Norfolk 60+ 
Sunday 20th. September 2009 – Letchworth CC
Spitfire National 60+ Championship Final
Hampshire 270-4
Norfolk 271-8
Norfolk won by 2 wickets 
The Seniors 60+ X1 experienced Spitfire National Final heartbreak when they lost to Norfolk with just one ball remaining in a dramatic clash which severely tested the blood pressure of all participants & spectators alike.
Despite the lateness in the season, the wicket & outfield at Letchworth appeared in good condition & the Seniors elected to bat first on a delightful day for cricket.

With Neil Blackey unavailable, Mick Swain opened the innings with Geoff Owen and anxious to provide a good platform, both batted cautiously. At drinks, with 23 overs bowled, 109 runs were on the board with Owen dominating the scoring. The rate then accelerated, the opening partnership accumulating 164 runs before Owen (88) was trapped lbw in the 33rd over in sight of his century. With Owen’s departure Swain took up the reins in the quest to maximise the Seniors’ total. Martin Hall (20) holed out in the chase for quick runs, quickly followed by Alan Wright (1) & Jim Smallbone (1). At the close of their innings the Seniors had posted 270-4 with Swain having carried his bat for a magnificent unbeaten 128 runs. 
At tea the Seniors were in buoyant mood, especially as Norfolk had only played their semi-final against Sussex the day before at Horsham – surely they must be suffering from fatigue.
Norfolk openers Pearse & skipper Rice, the leading run scorers in the competition, looked determined to get off to a flying start. However, Stan Rudder struck, firstly clean bowling Rice (14) & then in the same over having Taylor (0) caught at the second (or was it third?) attempt by Owen – Chairman John Rickard was having palpitations on the sidelines. At 27-2 Hampshire looked to be in the driving seat. It was nearly three wickets down as debutant Brian (Bumper) Lush, in for the holidaying John Hall, had Pearse spilled by Swain at short extra cover – a key moment. Battelly joined Pearse as they put on 112 runs for the third wicket before Battelly (41) departed, caught by Swain off the bowling of Stuart Hicks. Chris Westbrook then had Pearse (69) caught behind & when Hicks bowled Tuck (0) Norfolk were 158-5 off  29 overs & the pendulum looked to have swung back in favour of the Seniors. Jim Smallbone pouched two victims, Davies (25) & Nash (1) but Brown (nominated “man of the match” and by his own admission Hampshire born & bred) continued to be a thorn in the side hitting three massive sixes & batting imperiously as Norfolk ominously kept up with the required run rate. Ashdown (9) was run out in the last over sacrificing his wicket to give the strike to Brown (62*) who proceeded to see Norfolk over the line off the penultimate ball.
continued
Full credit to Norfolk for the way they batted in overhauling a formidable target, especially after their exploits the previous day. The Seniors will, however, have been extremely disappointed to have conceded a total of 37 wides which was a major factor in their failure to defend a good total. Perhaps it was the pressure of the occasion as the malaise affected all the bowlers – it could also be argued the fielding was a little below par. So near yet so far – but this is not a time for recrimination as the Seniors 60+ X1 have once again had an excellent season, accrediting themselves well in all departments, and going close to repeating their all conquering feats of 2008.

Roll on Barbados & some sunshine cricket. 
Dick Batchelor – Scorer

