Hampshire 50+ v Devon 50+
Wed 3 June 2009 at Bashley
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Devon 286-7
Hampshire 113 all out from 37 overs
Devon won by 173 runs
Facing a rampant Devon side who had thrashed Wiltshire by 10 wickets recently, the Seniors found themselves on the wrong end of a demoralising 173 run defeat in their first Group game of the season.
Devon elected to bat having won the toss and quickly started to post a formidable total. The opening partnership put on 86 runs before Shepherd (36) fell to a fine catch on the boundary by Les Orr. The score had moved on to 169 before Newing (86) was trapped lbw by Pete Tapper in the 29th over. Tidball (73) was the mainstay of the Devon innings thereafter with the Seniors bowlers struggling to keep the run rate under control.
In reply, the Seniors batsmen were unable to impose themselves on the Devon bowling attack and wickets fell at regular intervals. They had amassed a modest 113 runs by the time tailender Orr was bowled in the 37th over with only Ian Britton (30) showing much resistance. 
A very disappointing start for a dispirited Hampshire side who will need to improve considerably in their next fixture, at home to Cornwall at Petersfield this Sunday 7th June, 

if they are to progress past the Group stages this year.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

