Hampshire 50+ v Dorset 50+
Thursday 9 July 2009 at Dean Park, Bournemouth
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Hampshire 189-6
Dorset 190-6
Dorset won by 4 wkts
An agonising last over defeat at the hands of deadly rivals Dorset ended the Seniors hopes of progress from the Group stages of this year’s Competition – the last time they failed to qualify for the latter stages was in 2004.
Doubts expressed in the pre match inspection of the wicket were soon confirmed as the Seniors were invited to bat & immediately found themselves in deep trouble. Vice captain Ian Britton (0) fell to the first ball of the day. Barry Goodman (0), Mike Swain (5) & Alan Wright (5) soon followed as Dean (3-22) & Fisher, who opened with 5 consecutive maidens, wreaked havoc. At one stage the Seniors were 4 wickets down with only 15 runs on the board in the 13th over. As the shine went off the ball & batting conditions improved, Pete Tapper (46) & Chris Wood (50) gradually turned the innings around with Tapper accounting for a car windscreen in the process with a mighty six!! When he departed lbw to Shales (sweet revenge for the mauling he suffered at the hands of PT last year!), Colin Handley batted aggressively to record a fine unbeaten 53 runs, the innings eventually closing on 189-6 which seemed most unlikely earlier in the day – a battling recovery.
Dorset, needing to win to qualify from the Group, lost opener Hand (0) to the 2nd ball of the innings, well caught by Andy Yorke off Goodman. Lowton (17) & Clarke (53) put on 74 for the 2nd wicket before debutant John Knight bowled Lowton. Accurate bowling by Wood & Tapper turned the screw with 2 wickets apiece & at 133-6 in the 37th over the Seniors looked to be in the driving seat. However skipper Webb (23*) & Shales (31*) batted sensibly & it was left to Shales to strike two boundaries from Tapper’s final over to pass the Seniors total amid scenes of much rejoicing in the Dorset camp. 
So near yet so far – the scorebook reveals a proliferation of 25 wides conceded by the Seniors bowlers & this proved to be a key factor in the final analysis. The Seniors are going through a transitional period & work must be done to encourage new quality recruits for next season.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

