Hampshire 50+ v Isle of Wight 50+
Wed 15 July 2009 at Lymington
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Hampshire 389-3
Isle of Wight 183-8
Hampshire won by 206 runs
Records tumbled as the Seniors batsmen took full advantage against the ineffectual bowling attack of perennial whipping boys Isle of Wight on an excellent  batting track at Lymington.
Your correspondent has burned the midnight oil scouring old scorebooks and can confirm that the Seniors score of 389-3 easily surpasses the total of 320-3 against Dorset last year & the opening partnership of 215 by Barry Goodman (90) & Ian Britton (159) beat the previous high of 191 set by Seniors batting legends, John Harris (163*) & Geoff Owen (73) against today’s opponents in 2005. 
Openers Goodman & Britton (both dismissed without troubling the scorer in their previous outing against Dorset) soon found the measure of the IoW bowlers & feasted themselves on the buffet bowling served up as the total accumulated with embarrassing ease. Goodman was eventually stumped when he strayed down the wicket & the score had reached 323 before Britton was finally caught after surviving two earlier dropped catches. Colin Handley (76*) continued his fine form from the Dorset match & when Pete Tapper (30) was caught in the final over the Seniors had amassed a formidable 389 runs.
The IoW batters were never likely to challenge this massive target but skipper Watson (22) & Morley (56) doggedly put on 53 for the first wicket. The introduction of the evergreen Jim Smallbone, in a rich vein of  form following his mauling of the Surrey 60+ X1 the previous day when his analysis read (9-2-12-5), soon changed matters when he bowled Watson with his first ball & then proceeded to dismiss the next two top order batsmen. Enter local boy Tapper, bowling on his home wicket, to then totally dominate the bowling taking the next five wickets to fall as the IoW challenge finally petered out 206 runs short, with only Jones (34) & Warrick (22*) offering much resistance.
A somewhat hollow victory against weak opposition & efforts must now be focussed on building for the future.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

