Hampshire 50+ v Somerset 50+
Sunday 4 July 2009 at Taunton Deane
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Somerset 273-9
Hampshire 204-8
Somerset won by 69 runs
A superb innings of 153 by Somerset skipper Paul Ashton effectively consigned the Seniors to a 69 run against the Group leaders at Taunton Deane.
Electing to bat first, the Somerset openers Stephenson (19) & Ashton smashed the Seniors bowling attack to all parts before Chris Noble broke an opening stand of 49 having Stephenson caught behind by Colin Handley in the 7th over. The same combination accounted for Reeves (14). The Somerset middle order were then swept aside, Ashfold, Botton & Poulton all failing to trouble the scorers as Barry Goodman took two wickets & Noble a third reducing Somerset to 81-5 in the 13th over. The highlight in this period was a magnificent left handed catch by Jim Smallbone at gully – the champagne moment of the day. Ashton & Scott (31) rebuilt the innings taking the score to 199 before Pete Tapper bowled Scott. A rain delay did not help the Seniors cause as Ashton (18x4, 3x6) continued to frustrate before he was bowled by Smallbone in the final over leaving the Seniors a formidable target.
After tea the Seniors found batting difficult on a wicket with increasingly unpredictable bounce. Ian Britton (25) & Barry Goodman (10) both fell lbw. Pete Tapper (6) was bowled by a ball that “took the Bakerloo line” & skipper Alan Wright (2) suffered a similar fate. It was left to debutant Neil Trestrail (63) who produced a cultured batting display & Chris Wood (44) to restore some respectability to the scoreline. Andy Yorke (14*) & Noble (15*) enjoyed a flourish in the final few overs but at the end the Seniors were well beaten by a side that were semi finalists last year & must fancy their chances of going one step further this year.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

