Hampshire 60+  vs Berks 60+ 
Thurs 2 July 2009 – Petersfield
Spitfire National 60+ Championship South
Berkshire 201-7
Hampshire 202-4
Hampshire won by 6 wickets
The Seniors 60+ X1 eased to a comfortable 6 wicket victory in their rearranged fixture versus Berkshire on a very hot sultry afternoon at Petersfield.
Electing to bat first Streak (57) & Tattersdill (49) – usually the Berks scorer!! – put on 111 for the first wicket before Tony Allum bowled Tattersdill in the 27th over. Once the breakthrough had been made wickets fell steadily, the top three batsmen all being clean bowled by Allum. Local boy Jim Smallbone abandoned his spot in the shade on the boundary for a steady spell only conceding 21 runs from his 9 overs and the wicket of Berkshire skipper Marston. Mike Swain chipped in with 2 victims, both clean bowled, with only Carlisle (30*) providing much resistance. A disciplined all round fielding display by the Seniors with opening bowlers Rudder & Hall bowling tidily to keep the openers in check with no reward for their efforts.

In reply Geoff Owen (14) & Ian Watson (23) batted patiently & it was left to Martin Hall (60) to add some impetus to the innings. He quickly set about the Berkshire bowlers in his boundary strewn knock & with Mike Swain (72*) put on 94 for the third wicket to put the Seniors in control. Hall was eventually out trying one big hit too many, the fielder McDermott somehow contriving to drop the ball onto his boot before catching the rebound – apparently he used to play for QPR. Smallbone (28) then joined Swain for a delightful cameo innings (5 x 4 in 19 balls) as the Seniors reached their target with nearly 6 overs to spare.
The return fixture versus Berkshire is next Tues 7 July at Hungerford when the Seniors will be looking to consolidate their league position & group qualification prospects.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

