Berkshire 60+ vs Hampshire 60+
Thursday 23rd. July 2009 at Royal Ascot
Spitfire National 60+ Championship South

Hampshire 250-7
Berkshire   121-5 after 34.1 overs 
Hampshire won by 85 runs.
Hampshire 19 points Berkshire 3 points.

We arrived at the beautiful ground of the Royal Ascot Cricket Club situated in the centre of Ascot Race course , surrounded by trees and overlooked by the prestigious grandstand, to a very warm welcome by its groundsman who even produced Pukka Pies!
Although the sun was shining, rain was in the air. Hampshire won the toss and elected to bat. Ian Watson and Neil Blackey put on an opening stand of 72 before Neil Blackey was run out for 32 by a direct hit in the 15th. over. Just on 50 Ian Watson was caught behind by Geoff Owen’s brother Richard. Martin Hall and Mike Swain increased the run rate and put on 72. Mike Swain was then bowled for 31, as was Martin Hall for 44 shortly afterwards – both victims of the Berkshire opening bowler Tom Clay. Brian Hart and Jim Smallbone ran well between the wickets and put on 56 for the 5th. wicket. Jim Smallbone chose the wrong fielder and was out to a very good catch for 34. Soon after Brian Hart was stumped – again by Richard Owen for 28. Stuart Hicks fell victim to the same fate for 4. Stan Rudder made a useful 10 not out and Jan Bridle brought the score to 250 on the last ball of the innings.

Berkshire started very slowly with opener Paul Cary, who carried his bat, scoring 33 off his 86 balls! The other opener, David Streak, was dismissed for 11 by Chris Westbrook’s excellent catch off Stan Rudder’s bowling. John Hall, Stan Rudder and Jim Smallbone all performed well limiting the runs to 60 from 20 overs. The Berkshire number three batsman Wilson Carlisle started to take the bowlers on but was stopped in his tracks at 38 by a good ball from Jim Smallbone. The quick thinking and gymnastics of Jan Bridle led to the run out of Alan Lacey who was quickly followed back to the pavilion by Richard Owen who was bowled by Jim Smallbone. Another stumping by Jan Bridle off the bowling of Chris Westbrook put an end to the innings of John Baker for 2. Then in the 34th. over the heavens opened and there was a mass stampede off the pitch. (I didn’t realise you could all run so fast!) The rain rules kicked in which decreed that by the end of the 30th. over Berkshire needed 207 runs to win. They clearly fell well short and as they also needed 130 runs to win from the 10.5 overs left, everyone agreed to call it a day. There was some doubt as to the number of runs Hampshire had won by but it was agreed that Hampshire had won and I think they won by 85 runs!

Pat Hart - Scorer
