Kent 60+ vs Hampshire 60+
Tuesday 21st. July 2009 at Addington
Spitfire National 60+ Championship South

Hampshire 155-7
Kent          200-5
Kent won by 45 runs.
Hampshire 4 points Kent 19 points.

Congratulations to Kent on a good win. They outplayed Hampshire in all departments – in a match dominated by rain. Both sides were so determined to get a result that play continued even through heavy rain. In the more mature brain does foolhardiness outweigh common sense – as evidenced by Barry Smith’s ballerina performance? Rain was forecast and Hampshire, who won the toss, put Kent into bat. Stan Rudder’s wicket in the first over boded well. Stan Rudder and John Hall bowled tightly and kept the runs very low for 9 overs. The rain started and came and went – at some points quite heavy. For some reason beyond my ken, play continued in fairly heavy rain. As the pitch, ball and players became wetter the fielders became bogged down, catches were spilled, fielding became ragged and the bowlers struggled as the Kent batsmen thrived and their run rate gradually increased – the 4th. wicket stand of Ralph Allsworth and Graham Roake making 136 and bringing the Kent total to 200 for 5. The one highlight for Hampshire was the run out of Colin Breed by Jan Bridle following Neil Blackey’s excellent throw in. 

Some bizarre rain affected matches’ run rule kicked in (Does the more mature brain also need to make Duckworth-Lewis look simple?) and Hampshire discovered that they had to:

1. Bat for 30 overs to make a game

2. Get 177 in those 30 overs to win (i.e the equivalent of 278 from 45 overs) or-

3. Bat through 45 overs for 201. Is there a choice? 
Hampshire went in under pressure given the combination of the high run rate required and the black clouds above, which soon dropped their rain. Neil Blackey and Geoff Owen were doing relatively well – 34 for 0 after 9 overs, but in the 12th. over a good catch by the sub M. Back saw the end of Geoff, followed by Neil Blackey’s dismissal LBW in the same over. The following over Martin Hall, with rain impaired vision, was out for a duck, caught behind. A steady stream of batsmen returned to the pavilion courtesy of  Graham Roake and another good catch by the sub. The rain stopped and Jim Smallbone and Jan Bridle made a valiant attempt to increase the run rate and together put on 65 runs before Jim Smallbone was bowled by Michael Thorndycraft. Chris Westbrook and Jan Bridle saw the game out with Jan Bridle totalling a creditable 41 not out. Hampshire closed their innings on 155 for 7 having failed to reach the 201 target for 45 overs – let alone the 30 over target of 177!
We look forward to Ascot in the sun!

Pat Hart - Scorer
