Hampshire 60+ vs Sussex 60+
Tuesday 30th. June 2009 at Petersfield
Spitfire National 60+ Championship South

Hampshire 230-7 from 45 overs.
Sussex       209 all out.  

Hampshire won by 21 runs.

Hampshire 22 points Sussex 7 points.

The afternoon of Tuesday 30th. June was very hot and humid. So when Hampshire won the toss against Sussex they chose to bat. The runs proved hard to get for Geoff Owen and Neil Blackey who opened against the very tight bowling of Richard Sweet and Richard Maharaj who delivered very few loose balls. When Neil Blackey was caught off Ted Elsey for 19 the score totalled 38. Martin Hall livened up proceedings but the opposition failed to take the chances he gave them. When Geoff Owen was dismissed, stumped for 16 Mike Swain came out and together with Martin Hall put on an impressive 90 for the 3rd. wicket. Eventually a very good catch by the Sussex wicket keeper Peter Crees put an end to Martin Hall for 61 – after an exhilarating innings. Ian Watson made a brief appearance but was dismissed caught by the same wicket keeper Peter Crees for 4. Jim Smallbone joined Mike Swain for an excellent partnership of 51. Mike Swain’s noteworthy innings of 65 came to an end thanks to an amazing catch by Mark Shimmons who we all thought was walking into the forest to retrieve a six. Instead he turned around having caught the ball over his shoulder! Jim Smallbone continued with some lusty blows to carry his bat for 40 while Stuart Hicks was bowled for 5 and Tony Allum dismissed, bowled on the last ball of the innings for 2. Hampshire totalled 230.

Sussex got off to a brisker start with 4 an over compared to Hampshire’s 2 but an excellent catch by Jan Bridle off Stan Rudder’s (9-3-22-1) bowling dismissed Peter Gray for 17. Then a crucial catch by the “West Indian elastic arm” of Stan Rudder, one handed, put an end to the hopes of Sussex’s opener, Andy Meads. Another brilliant catch by the same elastic arm removed the dangerous Mark Shimmons for 34. The game at this point was delicately poised and could have gone either way. When Tony Allum (7-0-40-1) trapped Bob Phillips LBW the game tipped into Hampshire’s favour. The ball began to turn troubling the batsmen causing Mike Watson to fall to Jim Smallbone (9-1-40-1) for 11. When John Hall (9-0-43-4) and Stuart Hicks (9-0-47-2) returned for their second spells, they bowled with renewed vigour and accuracy. John Hall removed the threat of Barry Peay for 29 and Stuart Hicks bowled Richard Sweet for 16. John Hall continued his excellent spell, getting Andy Shanks  and Peter Crees stumped by Jan Bridle – giving him a total of 4 wickets for the game. When Mike Swain (1.2-0-5-1) came on at the end he gave little away and took the last wicket by bowling Richard Maharj in the last over. Sussex made 209 falling short by 21 runs. A nail biting finish to an exhilarating game.

Well done Hampshire – another good team effort.     
Pat Hart - Scorer
