Hampshire 50+ v Wiltshire50+
Sunday 28 June 2009 at Trowbridge
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Hampshire 224 all out 44.5 overs
Wiltshire 211 all out 44.3 overs 
Hampshire won by 13 runs 
The Seniors kept their nerve to win a tight key game by the slim margin of 13 runs in a tense finish at Trowbridge.
Wiltshire invited the Seniors to bat and quickly had Barry Goodman (4), the hero of the previous game against Cornwall, well caught at first slip. Tony Oxley joined Ian Britton but progress was interrupted when Oxley was forced to retire with a hamstring strain.
Just as Britton (35) seemed set, he was trapped lbw - then followed Pete Tapper (8) & Mike Swain (19) to leave the Seniors 104-4 at the halfway stage. Skipper Alan Wright (43) & Chris Wood (35) had a useful stand of 72 for the 5th wicket before Riddiford (4-26) was introduced to the attack to dismiss both batsmen and continue to make positive inroads into the tail. At 196-9 the stoic Welshman, Oxley returned to the fray with Britton as a runner. Together with Chris Noble (5), they put on what proved to be 28 vital runs, before Noble was bowled leaving Oxley unbeaten on a creditable 35 not out.
In reply, Les Orr soon snapped up opener Alleyne, the invalid Oxley launching himself to his right to take a stunning catch at slip – another champagne moment! Fellow opening bowler Noble produced some unplayable deliveries snaring Edmonds (5) & the dangerous skipper Mynott (0) to catches by ‘keeper Colin Handley leaving Wiltshire in trouble at 28-3.  Newport & Lerwill (60) rebuilt the innings before Tapper struck to remove Lerwill. Whilst Wiltshire were always in touch with the required target they seemed reluctant to accelerate the scoring rate. The Petersfield spin twins kept matters in check, Jim Smallbone conceding a miserly 26 runs from his allocated 9 overs & Wood pitching in with 3 wickets. Goodman finally bowled opener Newport (67) in the 40th over & aided by two smart run outs, secured victory with 3 balls to spare. 
Interestingly the Seniors only gave away 15 extras compared with 32 by Wiltshire – a vital difference at the end of the day.

Next Sunday the Seniors travel to Taunton for a difficult game versus a formidable Somerset outfit.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

