Hampshire 50+ A vs Bedford 50+ A
Tues 29 June 2010 – Potton
The D&M Sports Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 229-8
Bedford 159 all out 43.4 overs
Hampshire won by 70 runs
The Seniors made the long haul to deepest Bedfordshire to record their second league victory of the season. Whilst Ian Britton, 1st X1 skipper answered a late call, it was Colin Handley who won the toss on another very warm afternoon & elected to bat – Ian please note!!

Steve Lent (11) was the first to fall. Britton (30) looked in sumptuous form caressing 6 boundaries before being brilliantly caught at point. It immediately became apparent that the fielder was none other than our own Guy (Teflon) Clifford acting as substitute – his shamefaced look said all as Ian, who had been his chauffeur on the journey to Potton, inferred he might have a long walk home – priceless!! Debutant Paul Barsby (15), Handley (20) & Clifford (12) had all departed by the 19th over & the Seniors looked in some difficulty at 92-5. Enter Andy Yorke, who has a struck a rich vein of form this season. Together with Trevor Foreman they took the score to 163 before Yorke (54) succumbed to a return catch. A brisk knock from Russell Jamieson (31) upped the tempo & when Foreman (36) was dismissed in the final over it was left to John Knight (5*) & Pat Wickson (11*) to scamper a few more runs to take the total to a competitive 229-8.
In reply Bedfordshire were always behind the run rate. After his patient innings, Foreman then bowled 9 overs for a miserly 14 runs, dismissing opener Wright (21). The second wicket of fellow opener Mustoe (32) did not fall until the 26th over but by then only 72 runs were on the board. Skipper Ingram (40) tried to up the rate but the steady bowling of Barsby, Barry Newton & Knight kept the game under control with Yorke & Wickson taking 3 wickets apiece to wrap up the innings.
A comfortable victory – the team travel to Malmesbury next Thursday 8 July to take on Wiltshire.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

