Hampshire 50+ A vs Dorset 50+ A
Wednesday 18 August 2010 – Dean Park, Bournemouth
D&M Sports Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 168-6
Dorset
169-5 off 39 overs
Dorset won by 5 wickets 
The Seniors 50+ A season ended in miserable fashion as arch rivals Dorset completed the double in comprehensive fashion & in so doing consigned Hampshire to their 3rd consecutive defeat.
Dorset invited the Seniors to bat & opener Tony Adams (2) was soon on his way back to the pavilion. Chris Spry (38) batted positively before he holed out with the score on 59-2.
Thereafter, Humphreys (9-4-17-4) wreaked havoc as Mike Callaghan (0), Steve Chandler (23), Guy Clifford (2) & Russell Jamieson (14) were all dismissed leaving the Seniors on 84-6 with only 26 overs bowled. An embarrassing defeat looked on the cards but thankfully John Knight (41*) & Trevor Foreman (39*) showed their counterparts how to bat as they contrived to double the score. For the anoraks, their unbeaten 7th wicket stand of 84 beat the previous best of 70 (also unbeaten) by Knight & Barry Newton vs Bedfordshire last year. Nevertheless a score of 168 was well short of a competitive target for a strong Dorset outfit.
The Seniors responded positively as Ash Niak accounted for the dangerous White (1) & Trevor Foreman trapped Lewis (30) leg before to reduce Dorset to 54-2. Fitzgerald & Porter then took the game away from the Seniors & a heavy defeat loomed. The mercurial Pat Wickson spilled a return catch from Fitzgerald leaving his tally for the season on 15 wickets – he later declared that he had set himself this target to win the Chairman’s whisky. A disciplinary Committee sits next week!! Enter Tony Adams to bring some light relief with an enjoyable cameo of “spin” bowling. Dismissing Fitzgerald (78), Porter (31) & Elsworth (4), he finished with commendable figures (5-0-15-3). He has obviously been hiding his light under a bushel all these years!!! His efforts were never going to be enough as Dorset cruised home with 6 overs to spare & 5 wickets in hand.
An enjoyable season but which failed to deliver early promise.

Grateful thanks are due to Pat Wickson for arranging all fixtures & utilising his networking skills to introduce many new faces to the Hampshire fold.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

