Hampshire 50+ A vs Dorset 50+ A
Wednesday 21 July 2010 – Bashley
D&M Sports Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 205-9
Dorset
206-5 off 42.3 overs
Dorset won by 5 wickets 
A splendid unbeaten century by opening batsman Tom White frustrated the Seniors bowlers as he steered local rivals Dorset to a comfortable 5 wicket win in their first encounter of the season in the 2nd X1 competition.
Electing to bat after winning the toss the Seniors lost early wickets as Steve Lent (2) & County Youth Coach Chris Wheeler (0) soon departed. Paul Barsby joined opener Chris Spry to take the score to 73 before Barsby (24) was stumped trying to increase the tempo. After 30 overs the Seniors had struggled to 109-3 & desperately needed to up the run rate to post a competitive total. When Mike Callaghan (17) was bowled, Pete Tapper entered the fray & set about the Dorset bowlers. Chris Spry’s patient innings (61) ended when he offered a return catch & Tapper (34), Dennis Batchelor (golden duck) & Russell Jamieson (8) soon followed. The tail wagged as Paul Bailey (16) & John Knight (13*) managed to take the Seniors total to a modest 205-9 from their 45 overs.
The Dorset reply had the worst possible start as Batchelor, on his competitive debut, cleaned bowled key batsman VB Lewis with the first delivery of the innings. White & Fitzgerald restored stability as they put on a half century partnership in good time. The introduction of Tapper immediately snared Fitzgerald (27), caught by skipper Pat Wickson, & he continued a very economical spell (9-1-20-1). With John Knight also bowling tidily ((9-1-33-1) they kept the Dorset batters in check for a while. The Seniors support bowlers then struggled to contain White who, by this time, was in full flow & he proved to be the lynchpin of the Dorset innings – a quick fire cameo from Elsworth (26) took Dorset in sight of their target & it was fitting that White (107*) cracked the final 2 boundaries to see Dorset home with 15 balls to spare.
The Seniors A X1 next travel to Malmesbury on Tuesday 3 August to take on Wiltshire in a rearranged fixture. Skipper Pat Wickson will be looking for improved performances all round if the Seniors are to make a positive impact in the Southern Counties Championship this season.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

