Hampshire 50+ A vs Surrey 50+ A
Wed 19 May 2010 - Liphook
D&M Southern Counties Seniors Championship 2010
Hampshire 171 -9
Surrey 175-5 off 40.2 overs
Surrey won by 5 wickets
Our opening competitive game in the newly sponsored D&M Southern Counties Seniors Championship produced almost a duplication of our last encounter with Surrey when they comfortably chased down 171 to win by 4 wickets - “déjà vu”. 
With Hampshire batting first in the spring sunshine, Seniors opener Chris Spry (2) suffered the “curse of the debutant” when he departed to a sharp slip catch. Tony Adams (26) & skipper Colin Handley (25) steadied the ship but a mini batting collapse ensued when both were out in quick succession. When Chris (100% strike rate) Wheeler (2) failed to capitalise on his late call up, (with wife Helen suggesting she might have been a better replacement!) the Seniors were in trouble at 69-4.  Roy King (41) is starting to find his “batting feet” & was the key figure in rebuilding the innings but when he fell to a smart stumping, the Seniors appeared in danger of folding as the score slumped to a very modest 128-9. Thankfully the tail wagged as Pat Wickson 17* & Paul Bailey 15* were able to bat out the overs as they scampered an additional 43 valuable runs.

The Seniors total always looked 50 runs short of a competitive score. At on stage Surrey were reduced to 78-4 as John Knight (7-1-17-2) produced an economic bowling spell to exert some pressure on the Surrey batters. Highlights were few & far between with a fine catch by Spry at backward square off the mercurial Wickson easily winning the Seniors’ champagne moment.  However the end result was rarely in doubt. Opener Ford (38) had given Surrey a good platform & it was left to Munday (36*) & Pulling (30*) to steer them to victory with almost 5 overs to spare.
A disappointing start for the A X1 but hopefully performances will improve. They will cross swords with Surrey again next week Wed 26 May in a friendly fixture at the picturesque Bramshaw ground.

Dick Batchelor

Scorer

