Hampshire 50+ A vs Wiltshire 50+ A
Tuesday 3 August 2010 – Malmesbury
D&M Sports Southern Counties Championship
Hampshire 223 off 44.3 overs
Wiltshire 144 off 34.3 overs
Rain affected – Target reduced to 179 off 36 overs
Hampshire won by 35 runs

A much improved performance saw the Seniors second string achieve a convincing victory at the picturesque Malmesbury ground, deep in rural Wiltshire.
Whilst the weather threatened, skipper Colin Handley elected to bat on what promised to be a good wicket & quick outfield. Opener Guy Clifford (10) went early, caught behind. Tony Adams then joined Chris Spry & together they set a positive tempo to the innings taking the score to 101 before Spry (42) was bowled in the 22nd over. Skipper Handley (7) was disappointed to be given out caught behind to leave the Seniors on 110-3 but Adams was in fine touch with some punching straight drives & clipping boundaries off his legs to frustrate the Wiltshire bowling attack. Russell Jamieson entered the fray with some lusty blows surviving at least two dropped catches but never looked in the best of form. Adams’ (62 including 10 x 4) fine knock came to an end when he was bowled. This sparked a mini collapse as Jamieson (42) was also bowled, soon followed by the lower middle order as the Seniors slumped to 192-8 & in danger of not batting out their overs. However the tail wagged as Barry Newton (21*) & a swashbuckling cameo from Ash Niak took the total to 223 before Niak (17) was caught in the deep in the final over.

In reply Wiltshire started slowly against the nagging bowling of Trevor Foreman & John Knight. When rain intervened, Wiltshire were 27-2 after 10 overs with Knight bagging both openers. A delay of 25 minutes resulted in the target being reduced to 179 with 26 overs remaining. The introduction of Niak turned the screw on the Wiltshire batters. His wily bowling (8-1-24-4) was supported by some fine catching, in particular a tumbling catch from a sprightly Chris Spry & two catches from Jamieson – one a fine reaction effort & the other when he made many a mile to a steepling ball (well at least a few yards!!). As well as he bowled, Niak was probably more pleased with two catches he took off the bowling of John Knight (8-2-37-3). It was left to Jamieson (3.3-0-13-2) in three spells to complete the demolition of Wiltshire in a match played in very good spirit.
The Seniors continue their campaign on Friday next 6 August when they take on Bedfordshire at IBM Hursley.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

