Hampshire 50+ A vs Somerset 50+ 
Sunday 9 May 2010 at Ellingham
Friendly Fixture
Hampshire 204-9
Somerset 207-4
Somerset won by 6 wkts
The Seniors 2nd X1, fielding an experimental side including some “prospects for the future”, found themselves facing the full might of Somerset, semi-finalists in the 2008 ECB 50+ competition.
On a rather cool afternoon, hardly conducive to cricket for aging bones, the Seniors elected to bat. Tony Adams (0) fell in the first over before Andy Donaghue (52) & skipper Colin Handley (24) put on 91 for the second wicket. Thereafter wickets fell steadily. A sparkling knock by John Wall (66*) including 4 mighty sixes restored respectability as the Seniors closed on what seemed a competitive 204-9.

After tea the formidable Somerset opening pair of Stephenson (11) & Ashton (20) went off like a train scoring 31 from the first 3 overs. However Darryl Osborne then clean bowled both openers in quick succession & after 25 overs the Seniors seemed in contention with Somerset on 115-4. Davies & Scott then rebuilt the innings to frustrate the Seniors bowling. The introduction of mercurial Pat Wickson nearly produced dividends as he bamboozled Davies in his first over but the unfortunately the apparent stumping chance was wasted. Thereafter Davies (72*) & Scott (37*) took control as Somerset cruised to victory enabling the frozen scorers to retire to the bar.
Nevertheless a good outing against far stronger opposition than is likely to be met in the 2nd X1 competition.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

