Hampshire 50+ v Devon 50+
Wed 2 June 2010 at Exmouth
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Devon 231 all out off 44 overs
Hampshire 231-9
Hampshire won having lost fewer wickets
There was high drama at the seaside as the Seniors secured a nerve jangling last ball victory in the holiday resort of Exmouth as they avenged a heavy defeat by Devon last season. Exmouth is the venue for Devon’s Minor Counties team & our hosts opted to bat first on a good wicket & an outfield that gave full value for shots.

An opening partnership of 41 was broken when Chris Noble had Newing (31) caught behind by Guy Clifford. Fellow opener Murrin, who had been kept very quiet by Steve Mitchell (7 runs from his initial 6 overs), then upped the tempo. A threatening partnership with Wensley was finally ended when Murrin (63) was run out following an excellent return by Barry Goodman. Steady bowling, especially by Pete Tapper who pouched 3 victims, kept the Devon score at a manageable 5 runs per over. When Wensley (57) was run out (or was he stumped?) the innings stood at 219-8. It was left to Steve Mitchell to mop up the tail taking the remaining 2 wickets from his last 2 deliveries – this ultimately proved key in the final reckoning!
The Seniors’ reply faltered early on as Goodman (4) & skipper Ian Britton (19) submitted to the wiles of the Devon opening bowler Pyle. It fell to Tony Oxley to provide the cornerstone in rebuilding the Seniors’ innings. A dedicated Oxley had travelled down to Exmouth the previous evening in preparation for the big game only to find the resort closes down at 9pm – obviously an early night at “Fawlty Towers” proved beneficial!! Last week’s centurion Neil Trestrail (2) was out to a stunning return catch to Pyle & when Paul Kerley (6) holed out at mid wicket the Seniors were in trouble at 75-4 off 18 overs. Some lusty sweeps from Pete (Mongoose) Tapper (29) pushed the total along but there remained much to do when Oxley (70) was caught at point - 68 runs required from 12 overs with only 4 wickets in hand. Sensible batting by Andy Yorke in conjunction with Clifford (7) & Mitchell (24) edged Hampshire closer to their target. Bill Norris (6*) provided admirable support & with 2 runs required from 5 balls Yorke (39) strode down the wicket & crashed a straight aerial drive past the bowler. It looked a boundary all the way only for Newing to take a spectacular left handed catch that would have graced any cricketing arena. Game still on!! The batsmen had crossed & Norris patiently nurdled a single off the penultimate ball to level the scores. Having consulted the rulebook Noble played a textbook dead bat to the final delivery to secure the narrowest of victories.
Your scorer was obliged to visit his doctor the following morning for a blood pressure check. Understandably it was still high from the previous day – thankfully normality has since returned.

The Seniors face a long trek to Truro this coming Sunday 6 June to take on Cornwall.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer
