Hampshire 50+ v Dorset 50+
Wed 7 July 2010 at Lymington
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Hampshire 265-4
Dorset 192-8
Hampshire won by 73 runs
A solid batting display from the Seniors built the platform for a comfortable 73 run win over Dorset in their “must win” final Group fixture.
Batting first, Ian Britton & Tony Oxley made steady if unspectacular progress against some tight Dorset bowling, especially of Paul & Ballam, scoring a modest 70 runs from the initial 19 overs. Oxley (40) was the first to go, caught sweeping but when Chris Wheeler joined Britton the tempo of the innings increased. The score quickly moved on to 144 before Britton (63) was bowled. Chris Wood (43) batted positively putting on 102 runs with Wheeler in 12 overs before he too was bowled. Wheeler (87) was finally out in the last over, the Seniors having posted a competitive total of 265 runs.
In reply, Dorset opening bat Hand set off like a train scoring 15 runs from Barry Goodman’s first over. Steve Mitchell then had skipper Webb (1) snapped up by Wood at gully off his first over. Dorset’s innings centred entirely around Hand (nicknamed “the cat” by Trevor, the Dorset scorer as he was afforded at least 6 lives by the errant Hampshire fielders). Wood & Paul Barsby bowled very economically & late call up, Les Orr chipped in with 2 wickets. It was left to the ever reliable Andy Yorke to eventually snare Hand (93), caught by skipper Britton (3rd time lucky?!!), as he finished with another 3 wickets to add to his impressive haul this season, Dorset falling well short of their target.
With Somerset running away with the Group, the Seniors with a record of 5 wins & 2 losses must wait for the administrators at Lord’s to undertake their calculations to confirm whether or not they progress to the last 16.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

