Hampshire 50+ v Essex 50+
Wed 11 August 2010 at Gidea Park & Romford CC
ECB 50+ Championship – Round of last 16
Hampshire 225-6
Essex 160
Hampshire won by 65 runs
Visiting much fancied Group 5 winners Essex, the Seniors upset the form book when they stormed to a comprehensive win to gain a well earned Quarter Final slot.
After heavy rain in the previous 24 hours, the Seniors were invited to bat on a damp wicket. Tony Oxley & skipper Ian Britton made a cautious start with Oxley (35) dominating the early scoring in an opening partnership of 66 before he was adjudged leg before in the 18th over. This laid the foundation for the innings as Britton & Neil Trestrail wrested the initiative from the Essex bowlers. A match defining second wicket partnership of 124 ended when Trestrail (54) was stumped to leave the Seniors on 190-2 in the 41st over. After a very patient start, skipper Britton had led from the front, showing fine timing in a boundary strewn knock (3x6, 9x4). With Trestrail’s departure, wickets then tumbled in the pursuit of quick runs. Steve Mitchell (1) fell in the same over & then a tiring Britton (93) was bowled. After a flurry of runs from Colin Handley (10*) & Andy Yorke (6*) the innings finally closed on 225-6. Would it be enough against the usually free scoring Essex batters?
The Seniors opening bowlers Steve Mitchell & Andy Weeks set the tone for the Essex reply conceding a mere 45 runs from a combined 17 overs including 7 maidens. The pressure told when opening bat Joseph (16) was run out following a precision throw from Oxley. At drinks Essex were 90-1 with the game finely balanced. Enter veteran Yorke to produce probably the best bowling display from a Seniors’ bowler for many a year. Bell & Singh were building a threatening partnership before Yorke struck, firstly clean bowling Singh (25) & then pouching an excellent return catch to send the dangerous Bell (56) back to the pavilion – ding dong!! He then had Surridge (0) caught behind by ‘keeper Paul Bailey. Les Orr joined the party, bowling the often prolific Spooner (18) when he tried to cart him to leg from outside the off stump once too often. The Seniors were well on top at this stage & Yorke tightened the screw adding two more victims with his innocuous looking bowling to finish with outstanding figures (9-0-32-5). Chris Wood had Prabhakar (18) brilliantly by the diving Oxley running in from the deep square boundary & trapped Pettitt (0) lbw two balls later. Paul Barsby applied the “coup de grace” having Smith (3) stumped as Essex slumped from 156-6 to 160 all out to complete a memorable Hampshire victory.
The Quarter Final draw has a sense of déjà vu as once again the Seniors travel to meet Oxfordshire, their conquerors & winners in 2008 – revenge beckons!! Date & venue tbc.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

