Hampshire 50+ v Isle of Wight 50+
Wed 9 June 2010 at Ryde
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Isle of Wight 213-6
Hampshire 215-3 from 36.1 overs
Hampshire won by 7 wickets 
The Seniors assembled en masse at Gun Wharf, Portsmouth for their overseas trip to the Isle of Wight under the stewardship of Commander John Knight (ex Wightlink). Rumours that they were headed for the Isle of Wight Festival were ill founded as their main aim was to extend their winning run versus the IoW 50+ at Ryde CC & so it proved.
The Islanders were invited to bat & put up a spirited performance, albeit aided by shoddy fielding from the Seniors who dropped numerous catches. Mew (16) was the first to go, run out following a misunderstanding with fellow opener Watson (16) who then fell to a smart slip catch by Paul Kerley off the bowling of Bill Norris. Hailes & Morey came together to take the score to 118 before Hailes (37) skied a catch to skipper Ian Britton off Kerley, who then trapped Cook (11) leg before. Morey (97) soldiered on & was eventually run out, exhausted, on the verge of a century, the IoW closing on 213-6.
Barry Goodman & Ian Britton could not match their record breaking efforts of 2009, the first wicket going down at 43 when Britton (22) was castled by Hailes. Tony Oxley quickly set about the Island attack & took the total to 106 before Goodman (25) was adjudged lbw to Hailes. The Seniors were then reduced to 122-3 when Oxley (55), who looked in unstoppable form, crashed the ball to mid wicket. It was left to Kerley (43*) & another fine knock from Colin Handley (40*) to steer the Seniors to a comfortable victory with nearly 9 overs to spare.
The Seniors now have 4 wins from 4 fixtures including 3 away fixtures in 8 days. Prospects for qualification look good with 3 home games remaining starting with Wiltshire at Petersfield on Sunday 27 June.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

