Hampshire 50+ v Oxford 50+

Sunday 22 August 2010 – Oxford Downs CC
ECB 50+ Championship Quarter Final
Oxford 215-7
Hampshire 96 all out off 35.3 overs
Oxford won by 119 runs
Any aspirations Hampshire Seniors had of reaching the semi final stage of the ECB 50+ Competition for the first time were dispelled when they fell to a resounding defeat by 2008 winners Oxfordshire at the Oxford Downs CC.

Oxford, with their much vaunted batting line up, elected to bat & set off like a train as Caunce smashed 21 runs from the opening 2 overs. Steve Mitchell & Andy Weeks put the brakes on & appeared to swing the game in favour of the Seniors. Weeks trapped the often prolific Caunce (29) leg before & took a return catch to dismiss fellow opener Tew (8). He then bowled Munsey (1) to finish with highly respectable figures (9-1-27-3). When Chris Wood bowled Cunningham (7), Oxford were struggling at 60-4 from 20 overs. In the previous round against Dorset, Cunningham & Munsey had compiled 308 runs between them so Hampshire had cause for optimism. Manger & Evans set about rebuilding the innings, doubling the score before Andy Yorke bowled the dangerous Manger (29). By the time Paul Barsby had Evans (55) stumped by Paul Bailey off a wide ball, Oxford had moved on to 175-6. Barsby then accounted for Kelly (15) but tail enders Thomas (30*) & Arnold (5*) frustrated the Seniors bowlers putting on over 30 runs in the last 3 overs to post a competitive 215-7. This was the lowest total attained by Oxford in this year’s competition. 
Hampshire needed a positive start, but Oxford Minor Counties legend Keith Arnold (recently retired with a record breaking 672 wickets over 30 years) ripped through the Seniors top order, clean bowling skipper Ian Britton (2), Tony Oxley (10) & Chris Wood (0). The lack of real depth in the Seniors batting, so essential at this stage of the competition, readily became apparent against a quality bowling attack. The onus fell on the shoulders of Neil Trestrail who needed others to bat around him for the Seniors to stand any chance. When Trestrail (31) perished caught at cover, trying to up the tempo & the injured Colin Handley (20) was bowled after a brave knock, the innings collapsed as the Seniors were dismissed for a meagre 96 runs. Your scribe has researched the archives & regrets to report this is the lowest total ever recorded by Hampshire in the ECB 50+ competition.
On reflection the Seniors did well to reach the Quarter Finals, the win against Essex being the highlight of the season.

Thanks are due to Ian Britton & Andy Yorke for overseeing team matters. The recruitment of quality players must remain a priority if Hampshire are to further impact in this prestigious competition

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

