Hampshire 50+ v Somerset 50+
Sunday 4 July 2010 at Bashley
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Somerset 296-6
Hampshire 238 all out
Somerset won by 58 runs
Once again the Seniors found their Somerset adversaries too strong, falling to a 58 run defeat to leave their qualification hopes in the balance with victory over Dorset in their final fixture on Wed 7 July next now imperative.
Hampshire hopes were high when Steve Mitchell bowled the usually prolific Ashton (7). However this proved to be a false dawn as Poulton (76) & Reeves (81) piled on the runs on a good track & fast outfield. The Seniors clawed their way back as Somerset stood at 228-4 off 40 overs but a final onslaught by Ashfold (72*) & Belletty (26) left the Seniors facing a formidable 297 runs to win.
With a target in excess of 6 runs per over Ian Britton & Tony Oxley started strongly but the Seniors reply faltered when Oxley (24) holed out on the deep mid wicket boundary. 

Britton (46), having looked composed against the quickies lost his way on the introduction of the spinners & was bowled. Neil Trestrail (100) produced another quality innings – his second this season. No other batsmen were able to stay with him (no’s 4-11 totalled 53 runs), wickets fell regularly & he was eventually out caught at deep long off – a fine knock. When Mitchell was run out 4 overs still remained  with the Seniors 58 runs adrift – a more in depth performance will be needed in the crucial Dorset fixture otherwise the season will end in disappointment after such a positive start.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

