Hampshire 50+ v Wiltshire50+
Sunday 27 June 2010 at Petersfield
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Wiltshire 347-3 
Hampshire 270 all out off 38.4 overs
Wiltshire won by 77 runs 
At the same time as the much vaunted England football team slumped to a record breaking World Cup 4-1 defeat to Germany in Bloemfontein, the Hampshire Seniors suffered a similar fate conceding an unparalleled 347 runs to the Wiltshire batsmen in the broiling sun at Petersfield.
A key factor was undoubtedly the loss of the toss & Wiltshire’s decision to bat – memories of Barbados! Steve Mitchell bowled economically at the start, Wiltshire scoring only a modest 17 runs from his initial 5 overs. Chris Noble could not find any rhythm & it was Barry Goodman who accounted for opener Chandler (17) caught behind by Clifford after a 57 run opening partnership. Cowley joined Alleyne & together they piled on the runs with a century stand before debutant Andrew O’Kelly snared Alleyne (70) off a return catch with the score having escalated to 167. The dangerous Mynott (17) fell to a sharp catch by Noble from the bowling of Peter Tapper. Thereafter, the tiring Seniors bowlers were put to the sword, fielders chasing leather on a lightening fast outfield as 144 runs were piled on in the final 12 overs. Cowley 152* (23x4 & 1x6) batted magnificently, well supported by a cameo innings from Ramsey 49* (2x4, 5x6). At tea, after well over 3 hours in the field, a target of 348 runs to win seemed a massive task.
Goodman (7) soon departed, followed by skipper Ian Britton (25), both caught off the bowling of Mynott as the Seniors struggled to 44-2 in reply. Chris Wood & O’Kelly steadied the ship with a stand of 101 for the 3rd wicket before Wood (22) was bowled by Cowley. A sparkling innings from O’Kelly (90) ended when he was bowled by Ramsey (the notchers recorded that it the 7th ball of the over). The Seniors were always ahead of the rate & at 208-4 off 26 overs it looked game on. However Ramsey proved to be the scourge of the Seniors batters taking 7 wickets in total (5 clean bowled) with only Tapper (31) & Colin Handley (44) providing some resistance as the reply wilted in the evening sun & the Seniors finishing 77 runs adrift of an imposing target.
The Seniors 100% record has been dented & two challenging games lie ahead against Somerset & Dorset if Group qualification is to be achieved.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

