Hampshire 60+ v Berkshire 60+

Tuesday 20th. July 2010 at Royal Ascot C C

Spitfire National 60+ Championship 

Hampshire  210 for 9.
Berkshire  196 all out.
Hampshire won by 14 runs.
Hampshire 22 points  Berkshire 7 points

Choosing the right track to find Royal Ascot Cricket Club was the first challenge on Tuesday 20th. July when Hampshire played Berkshire. It was hot and muggy. Hampshire won the toss and chose to bat. Geoff Owen got off to a quick start but he soon hooked a short ball and was unlucky to be caught for 17. Martin Hall joined Ian Watson at the crease who, trying to sweep, was deemed to be out LBW. Soon afterwards another LBW call finished Mike Swain for 2. Hampshire’s batsmen at 52 for 3 were finding the pitch’s variable bounce difficult to master. Brian Hart came in next and together with Martin Hall they seemed more comfortable and were pushing the score forward at a reasonable pace when the ball “popped” (according to Brian Hart) and “popped” right back into the bowler’s hands. Brian Hart had made 27. Russell Kyte was then caught for 4, Jim Smallbone bowled for 10, Martin Hall was bowled for a very commendable 77, Brian Lush stumped for 8 and Jan Bridle stumped for 6. At 176 for 9 things did not bode well for Hampshire. Then John Paine and Chris Westbrook batted with intelligence and verve for an impressive last wicket stand of 34 giving Hampshire a defendable final total of 210. 
In response Berkshire’s two openers – David Streak and David Merriott cruised along defying the bowling of John Paine, Brian Lush, Jim Smallbone and Chris Westbrook and put on 91 for the first wicket when David Merriott was stumped by Jan Bridle for 44, off the first ball of Russell Kyte’s bowling. He was shortly followed by David Streak who was also stumped by Jan Bridle, off Chris Westbrook’s bowling when the score was 103. Jan Bridle completed a hat trick of stumpings by sending Alan Bloor back to the pavilion with only a score of 9 off Mike Swain’s bowling. Berkshire who thought that they had removed the threat of Mike Swain, when he was out LBW for 2, felt the backlash of his devastating (for Berkshire) but match winning (for Hampshire) bowling when he dismissed 6 batsmen for 28 off 7.1 overs. He was ably assisted by John Paine who took a very good catch on the run and by Brian Lush who bowled the Berkshire captain John Marston as he valiantly battled, for 17. Berkshire were all out for 196 off 44.1 overs when Russell Kyte put his hand up and caught Berkshire’s last man for 1. Hampshire won by 14 runs. They now have qualified for the quarter final when they play Devon at home.

Pat Hart – Scorer.     
