Hampshire 60+ v Cheshire 60+

Tuesday 31st August 2010 at Hursley Park C C

Spitfire National 60+ Championship Semi Final 

Hampshire  235 for 4.
Cheshire 238 for 5 after 44.3 overs.
Cheshire won by 5 wickets.
Cheshire go through to the Spitfire National 60+ Championship Final.
We were in luck with the weather when Cheshire made the long journey down to Hursley Park to play Hampshire in the Spitfire National 60+ Championship Semi Final on Tuesday 31st. August. Thanks go to Chris Westbrook and his team once again for preparing such a beautiful ground – a fit setting for the semi-final. It was a beautiful day, Cheshire won the toss and after long deliberation put Hampshire into bat. In retrospect this proved to be a good decision.

Geoff Owen and Ian Watson opened but Ian’s run of bad luck continued to follow him when he was run out backing up, by a ball from Geoff Owen deflected onto his stumps  – in the 5th. over when the score stood at 13. Cheshire set a very defensive field almost from the beginning making it difficult for Geoff Owen and Martin Hall to hit for 4. Good shots were often rewarded by only one run. Tight bowling and a well placed field kept the run rate to 4 an over, despite the efforts of Geoff and Martin to run singles. In an attempt to increase the run rate in the 25th. over Martin Hall was bowled for 38 (off 60 balls) – in a partnership of 84. Mike Swain and Geoff Owen then proceeded to put on 80 runs together but found it difficult to accelerate the run rate. In the 38th. over when Mike Swain was out LBW for a score of 28 (off 40 balls) the score was 177. Geoff Owen was out in the 42nd. over – just missing another good century – with a score of 98 (off 127 balls). Brian Hart was joined by Jim Smallbone and together they put on a much needed 39 runs in the last 4 overs bringing the final total to 235 for 4 at the end of the innings. Brian Hart finished on 22 not out (off 19 balls), Jim Smallbone 23 not out (off 14 balls).

In reply Cheshire’s two opening batsmen Andy Hurworth and Nick Sharp seemed to make the most of every opportunity to take quick singles and almost immediately were making 4 an over. The Hampshire bowlers found it difficult to restrict them – such that the openers put on 130 before the excellent fielding of substitute Neil Blackey ran out Andy Hurworth for 48 (off 83 balls) with a direct throw in the 26th. over when the score totalled 130. As often happens after a long partnership Nick Sharp soon followed in the 30th. over when he was out LBW to the bowling of Mike Swain for 66 (off 79 balls). In the 36th. over John Paine took out Alan Hitchmough by trapping him LBW for 28 (off 34 balls). Cheshire continued to match the necessary run rate. Then Mike Swain got Ted Williams LBW for 39 (off 41 balls) in the 42nd. over and a good falling catch by John Paine dismissed Chris Lees off the bowling of John Hall for 5. In the 43rd. over Cheshire - needing 11 off the last two overs – always looked in control and passed the Hampshire score on the 3rd. ball of the last over when Ian Brown hit a resounding 4 to win the match. The match was played in an excellent spirit and was always neck and neck but somehow Cheshire always seemed to have the edge. We wish them all the best for the final.
Pat Hart – Scorer.     
