Hampshire 60+ v Devon 60+

Monday 16th. August 2010 at Hursley Park C C

Spitfire National 60+ Championship Quarter Final 

Hampshire  210 for 8.
Devon 177 all out.
Hampshire won by 33 runs.
Hampshire go through to the Spitfire National 60+ Championship Semi-Finals.
Devon arrived at Hursley Park on Monday 16th. August to play the Spitfire National 60+ Championship quarter final. The ground, as always looked idyllic and well groomed thanks to Chris Westbrook and his team. Once again Hampshire won the toss and elected to bat. Geoff Owen and Ian Watson opened. The pace and accuracy of Devon’s David Gambie made it difficult to score quick runs. In the 5th. over the cricketing gods turned their back on Ian Watson who was judged out, caught for 10. Martin Hall took his place but David Gambie’s bowling took him unawares and he to was out for 7. Mike Swain’s luck was also out as he too was out caught for 2. Hampshire were 57 for 3 in the 15th. over. Geoff Owen who meanwhile was patiently accumulating runs, was then joined by Brian Hart. Together they increased the run rate and built a partnership of 81 despite Geoff’s efforts to run Brian out again!!! Eventually Brian Hart was adjudged LBW at 41 – with the score on 138 for 4. Geoff soldiered on and together with Peter Green put on 52. Geoff Owen reached an admirable century and was finally out for 103 in the 42nd. over. Jim Smallbone came in and in the 43rd. over Peter Green was bowled for 13. In an attempt to glean runs in the last few overs John Paine was stumped for 4, Jan Bridle ran himself out for 0 – it therefore fell to him to collect the match fees!!! The innings ended with Jim Smallbone 12 not out and Chris Westbrook 0 not out. Geoff Owen should obviously forget his trousers more often and borrow Neil Blackey’s. Hampshire ended with 210 for 8 against a good Devon fielding display.

In reply John Hall bowled a first rate spell, with two maidens followed by the wicket of Richard Cavendish for 1 in his fourth over. Hampshire were fielding with determination and agility which increased the pressure on the Devon batsmen. When Jim Smallbone came on in the 12th. over he dismissed Tom Overthrow, who looked set, with his second ball. When Chris Westbrook joined Jim smallbone in the 15th. over Devon’s run rate fell. This pressurised the batsmen who (I am told!) gave their wickets away with rash strokes. Chris Westbrook got the third wicket by bowling Robert Eames for 13. Then John Paine came back and bowled an excellent second spell, taking the wicket of Richard Coe, the highest scoring Devon batsman for 40. Devon were 122 for 4 in the 32nd. over. In the 36th. over John Paine took his second wicket with a sharp stumping from Jan Bridle. Chris Westbrook then bowled Bob Macey, who also looked set, for 39 in the next over. According to Devon players their lower order batsman aren’t usually called to the crease as Devon had won all their matches with their top order scoring the necessary runs. Once again Mike Swain came up trumps and removed the last four batsmen, despite a valiant effort by Peter Rose who finished the innings 17 not out. Devon were all out for 177 in the 44th. over.

This was an excellent all round team effort by Hampshire with some first rate bowling, a fine century by Geoff Owen, a good knock from Brian Hart and exemplary fielding aided and abetted by some forthright vocal advice and support from Stan Rudder on the boundary edge. It was lovely to see you Stan and well done to the Hampshire team whose all round team effort deservedly won against a previously undefeated Devon side. Good luck in the semi-finals!    
Pat Hart – Scorer.     
