Hampshire 60+ v Kent 60+

Thursday 20th. May 2010 at Hursley
Spitfire National 60+ Championship 

Hampshire  257 for 3.
Kent 154 for 8.
Hampshire won by 103 runs.
Hampshire 22 points    Surrey 3 points

The clouds hung low but the temperature was high in Hursley where Hampshire met Kent on Thursday 20th. May. Hampshire won the toss and elected to bat. Ian Watson and Neil Blackey opened the batting and immediately got the scoreboard ticking over. In the 13th. over when Ian Watson was bowled they had put on 55. Martin Hall came in and batted with unheard of circumspection. He and Neil Blackey both batted well. With fours hard to come by, running between the wickets proved crucial and together they put on 117 for the second wicket, when Neil Blackey was bowled for 77. Brian Hart came in with only 12 overs to go. With exceptional agility he and Martin Hall ran resolutely between the wickets putting on 81. Martin Hall completed a well deserved century – he did treat me to one six on his penultimate ball! – and scored 102 from 107 balls while Brian Hart scored 28 not out from 32 balls.  Russell Kyte was left to face the last four balls of the innings and made 4 not out. Hampshire totalled 257 for 3.

In reply Kent’s opening batsman had a rush of blood on his 3rd. ball and attempted to hit John Hall out of the ground but unfortunately for him spooned it to Stuart Hicks who took the catch.  Eames and Breed put on 55 and looked settled for some time to come when John Paine ran out Breed with an excellent direct hit on the wicket. Burgess went for a duck LBW to Jim Smallbone and Eames to his amazement was sent back to the pavilion by a brilliant diving catch from Brian Hart (He later demanded a DNA test for Hart!) The score in the 18th. over stood at 62 for 4. Jim Smallbone and Chris Westbrook dominated the Kent batsmen who struggled for runs against their wily bowling. Stuart Hicks, once in his rhythm, ably dismissed Scott, the Kent Captain (Kent’s highest scorer) for 27 – with a “Jaffa” according to the umpire. After 45 overs the final score was 154 for 8. Once again total extras was the top scorer!
Well done to Hampshire for their excellent fielding, their spirited batting and their exemplary running between the wickets - all of which gave them a well deserved comprehensive win.

Pat Hart - Scorer

