Hampshire 60+ v Kent 60+

Tuesday 6th. July 2010 at Addington C C

Spitfire National 60+ Championship 

Hampshire  256 for 9.
Kent  223 for 6.
Hampshire won by 33 runs.
Hampshire 22 points   Kent 8 points

A hot afternoon at Addington on Tuesday 6th. July saw Hampshire 60+ beat Kent 60+ by 33 runs. Hampshire won the toss and chose to bat. Geoff Owen and Neil Blackey opened but not for long as the variable bounce on the wicket was problematic. After a fine two Geoff found himself trapped LBW by a ball that kept low “A long way to drive for two runs” was his appraisal! Martin Hall decided attack was the best method of defence and hit 32 off 32 balls before he was caught behind from a faint edge in the 10th. over. The unsure hands of the Kent fielders allowed Mike Swain to survive in the early part of his innings but he then went on to build a good one – first with Ian Watson before he was out LBW for 13 then with Brian Hart with whom he had a partnership of 75. Mike was finally out for 65 – caught behind from a faint edge. For me it is especially interesting to see the older players walk -as did both Martin and Mike – when they know they’ve nicked the ball to the wicket keeper, whereas the youngsters often wait for the umpire’s finger in similar circumstances. Brian Hart then held the inning together as he continued to bat well and sensibly with an average run a ball as the tail enders came in to join him – each with a very useful flourish. In the last 6 overs 54 runs were scored – which eventually proved to be a major difference between Hampshire and Kent. The final score after 45 overs was a competitive 256 for 9.

In reply John Paine’s first over was a wicket maiden as Kent’s opening bat was caught behind for a duck. He bravely came out to bat despite splitting two fingers earlier on in the match. The prolific England batsman Colin Breed joined Eames and kept the score going at the required rate against the tight bowling of John Paine and the inconsistent bowling of Stuart Hicks. Brian Lush came on to bowl in the 12th. over and immediately trapped Eames LBW for 28. Kent’s number 4 Allsworth joined Breed who together put on a magnificent 114 runs. Although Allsworth found running difficult he doggedly kept going, defying the Hampshire fielders. At this point the match was finely balanced. Jim Smallbone bowled well and kept the runs down. He was joined in the 28th. over by Mike Swain who also bowled extremely well. He bowled Allsworth for 45 in the 34th. over but Breed continued to find the gaps and it wasn’t until the 37th. over that Stuart Hicks made the vital breakthrough and Breed making a rare error sent a ball into the very safe hands of Brian Hart. This dismissal changed the whole match for despite the valiant effort of Roake the Kent batsmen just faded. Mike Swain and Stuart Hicks each bowled a Kent batsman cheaply. However, Hampshire need to work on reducing the number of extras which was the highest scorer after Breed! But a good team effort.  Once again the fielding made a big difference in the two sides – in particular the efforts of Neil Blackey, Brian Hart, Martin Hall, Ian Watson and John Paine should be acknowledged. Well done to everyone.

Pat Hart – Scorer.     
