Hampshire 60+ v Surrey 60+

Tuesday 11th. May 2010 at Liphook
Spitfire National 60+ Championship 

Surrey 124 all out.
Hampshire 116 all out.
Surrey won by 8 runs.
Hampshire 5 points    Surrey 22 points

Hampshire’s first game of the season at Liphook on Tuesday 11th. May rather reflected the weather – dull, uninspiring and grey with the odd ray of sunshine.

Surrey having won the toss elected to bat. It was a game dominated by the bowlers who got the first wicket in the 5th. over when Stan Rudder bowled Byford, the Surrey captain, for 8 when the total score was only 13. The batsmen struggled against the variable bounce of the wicket coupled with the tight bowling of Stan Rudder (6-0-22-1) and John Hall ((9-1-31-1) The consistently accurate bowling of newcomer John Paine (7.3-2-20-2) made a significant contribution as did some excellent fielding – a good catch by Stan Rudder in the slips and an impressive diving catch by Martin Hall. Jim Smallbone (9-0-22-4) completely dominated in his 9 over spell – conceding only one four but taking four wickets for 22. Stuart Hicks (8-1-18-2)  also bowled well taking 2 wickets for 18 in 8 overs. Surrey were all out for 124 in the 40th. over. The highest score was the extras!

Not an impossible target one might think but Hampshire batsmen found it equally difficult to make runs. After 12 overs when the first wicket fell the total was only 28. Martin Hall went in with enthusiasm, in his usual swashbuckling style and tempted the Surrey fielders with some tantalisingly close aerial shots. Luckily for him no one got to them and he went on to make 24. Mike Swain battled hard for his 21 and it was an  unfortunate act of fate that B. Hart was standing exactly where he was to take the catch from his namesake in a Hart to Hart! Stuart Hicks valiantly tried to keep the score ticking over but despite the determined, undefeated efforts of John Hall’s first ever runs for Hampshire and Jan Bridle’s dogged batting, the wickets fell eight short of the target – a disappointing start to the season for Hampshire. Hopefully next week against Kent will be warmer, sunnier and more exhilarating. Good Luck!  

Pat Hart - Scorer

