Hampshire 60+ v Surrey 60+

Tuesday 22nd.  June 2010 at Banstead
Spitfire National 60+ Championship 

Surrey 231 for 4.
Hampshire 232 for 1.
Hampshire won by 9 wickets.
Hampshire 22 points   Surrey 5 points

Tuesday 24th was a boiling hot day and a major crash on the M25 delayed the arrival of martin and Stuart and also two of their side so the start was delayed until 2:00pm .

Jan then lost the toss and condemned us to three hours of sweat and toil . The pitch was very flat and the outfield fast and we put down two very sharp chances in the first six overs and paid for it . Surrey batted studiously but slowly , one opener scoring 21 in 19 overs and the No 3 amassing a gentle 43 in 25 . Stuart and Jim bowled well without much luck . About the 35th over with their score 160 for 3 they started to attack but the fielding held out and Surrey were restricted to 231 for 4

After tea we showed them how wrong they had been . There was only one set back , an attacking Geof Owen played on for 28 in about the 8th over but the incoming Martin Hall had 20 on the board in 10 balls . After that Mike Swain (101no) and Martin (89no) did what they liked with the bowling and despite crowding the boundaries , the match was over with about 10 overs still to be bowled . The stand being 196 unbeaten . Surrey were devastated .

Gil Collins
Following a delayed start due to a hold up on the M25 and having lost the toss, Surrey batted on a perfect wicket at Banstead C.C. Stuart Hicks bowled his best spell of the season (9-3-1-27) which kept the scoring rate down followed by Jim Smallbone’s usual economic spell (9-2-1-23) and Mick Swain’s 2 for 58 from 8 overs.

Wickets were hard to come by but even with the loss due to injury of Neil Blackey and Rob Hall, Gil Collins and Nick Blackstead performed well in the heat and Surrey never really scored enough runs despite finishing on 231 for 4.

Hampshire started the innings well with Geoff Owen hitting three fours in the second over which set the tone for the rest of the innings. Despite the loss of Owen for 28, Mick Swain and Martin Hall continued to score at the rate of 7 per over dismissing the bad balls to the boundary. Surrey became demoralised and with Mick Swain 106 not out and Martin Hall 89 not out, Hampshire won with 9.3 overs to spare.

Jan Bridle

