Hampshire 60+ v Worcester 60+

Tuesday 25th. May 2010 at Old Elizabethans, Worcester
Spitfire National 60+ Championship 

Hampshire  253 for 4.
Worcester 210 for 8.
Hampshire won by 43 runs.
Hampshire 22 points   Worcester 6 points

Finding the ground of the Old Elizabethans was our first challenge on Tuesday 25th. May where Hampshire was to play Worcester. It was muggy and overcast. The toss was won by Hampshire who chose to bat. Neli Blackey and Mike  Swain went out to open and  despite the very tight bowling of Worcester’s opening bowler kept the runs ticking over until a very good catch by Rawlings sent Neil Blackey back to the pavilion for 9 in the 8th. over. Martin Hall joined Mike Swain and together they batted responsibly – waiting to punish the loose ball. Fours again seemed hard to get. Together they put on 52 until Rawlings again caught Mike Swain for 57 in the 22nd. Over. Brian Hart took his place and we knew by the speed and frequency of the running between the wickets, getting out of bed on Wednesday would be a problem for both of them. Brian Hart batted sensibly for his 39 before a rush of blood and the temptation for a six saw him bowled. Jim Smallbone was soon afflicted by the same temptation and was caught in the deep. Swashbuckler Stuart Hicks came in and played an invigorating innings of 40 not out – he actually achieved the six that the previous two had craved! The final score after 45 overs was 253 for 4.

In reply Worcester was mesmerised by the excellent bowling of John Hall and the sure hands of Stuart Hicks which finished the innings of the Worcester opener Middleton in the 3rd. over. The similar combination of John Paine’s accurate bowling and Brian Hart’s hands saw the end of Briscoe in the 4th. over for 4. Although the Worcester run rate was very similar to that of Hampshire they lost their 3rd. wicket in the 12th. over to a very good catch of Martin Hall off the bowling of John Paine. Another excellent catch by Neil Blackey off the bowling of Chris Westbrook dismissed Brown for 18 in the 19th. over. Pleass looked there to stay until a very good ball from Jim Smallbone bowled him for 53. The Worcester innings then lost momentum as Taylor seemed unable to up the tempo required against the Hampshire bowling. The Worcester captain Groves retired hurt and none of Worcester’s tail enders could or would take up the challenge and so they finished with a total of 210 for 8 at the end of their innings. Hampshire won by 43 runs. Well Done!

Pat Hart - Scorer

