Hampshire 60+ vs Worcester 60+ 
Thursday 29 July 2010 at St Cross, Winchester
Spitfire National 60+ Championship 
Hampshire 264-4
Worcestershire 150
Hampshire won by 114 runs
An excellent third wicket partnership of 158 laid the foundation for the Seniors’ comfortable win over Worcestershire in their final Group fixture.
Hampshire were asked to bat & made the worst possible start as Neil Blackey (0) & the usually prolific Martin Hall (4) fell early to the slow bowling wiles of Woodward. Mindful that the Seniors lower order looked somewhat fragile Ian Watson & Mike Swain set about rebuilding the innings. Initially the run rate was tortuous with only 30 runs scored from 15 overs accelerating to 50 runs off 20 overs as Goodreds returned remarkable figures (9-5-7-0) for Worcestershire. However this patient approach bore dividends as the batters assumed the ascendancy against the tiring opposition bowlers and fielders. This crucial partnership was eventually broken in the 37th over when Watson (69) was well caught by Woodward. By now Swain was in full flow quickly reaching his century. Together with Rob Hall (31*) they flayed the bowling to all parts putting on a further 93 runs in a little more than 8 overs. Swain was finally out to the last ball of the innings, caught at deep long off for a superb 153 runs – the highest recorded by a Hampshire player in the Spitfire 60+ competition.
In reply, Worcestershire never looked like troubling the Seniors total. They were always behind the rate ending their allocated overs on 150-8 to finish well adrift. Pick of the Seniors bowlers was John Paine (9-1-29-4) with three of his victims snapped up by evergreen ‘keeper Jan Bridle.

Hampshire now face sterner quarter final opposition in the shape of Devon in a repeat of last year’s cliff hanger. The fixture is scheduled for the w/c 16 August at Hursley Park – details tbc
Dick Batchelor – Scorer

