Hampshire 50+ v Channel Islands 50+
Wed 26 May 2010 at Hursley Park
ECB 50+ Championship – Group 3
Hampshire 323-1
Channel Islands 267 all out - 42.1 overs
Hampshire won by 56 runs
The opening league fixture of the season produced a veritable run fest on a perfect afternoon at Hursley Park.

Winning the toss (again!!) skipper Ian Britton opened with Chris Wheeler (making his league debut for the Seniors). Britton (2) looked strangely out of touch against the bowling of Channel Islands veteran Middleton who, with the score on 33 duly rearranged the skipper’s stumps. Neil Trestrail joined Wheeler and they promptly set about rewriting the record books. They soon took command against an ineffectual Channel Islands bowling attack, scoring at will, aided on occasion by some indifferent fielding. Controlled hitting by Wheeler and imperious batting by Trestrail saw the score rise from 120-1 at drinks to a massive 323-1, the unbroken stand of 290 easily beating the previous record of 215 set by Ian Britton & Barry Goodman against the Isle of Wight last year. The pair may well have taken their stand beyond 300 but in running some many singles & twos, fatigue inevitably took its toll with Trestrail especially, on the verge of exhaustion at the end of the innings. Sympathy was extended to Paul Kerley, batting at No.4, who sat for 40 overs with his pads on!!
The Channel Islands batters set about their formidable task in spirited fashion. Steve Mitchell accounted for opener Robson (13), caught by Britton with the score on 25 and when Bill Norris trapped fellow opener Buxton (35) leg before for his first Seniors wicket, the Channel Islands had posted 90-2 from 20 overs. Some big hitting by Gibbs (53) & Taylor (71) brought the visitors back into contention but wickets fell at crucial times. Kerley had Taylor caught by Britton (2 catches, 2 runs!) & Gibbs (53) fell lbw to Pete Tapper. A cameo innings from Birkett (50) ended when he was bowled by Mitchell and it was left to Andy Yorke (6-0-27-3) to clean up the tail to give the Seniors a 56 run victory. 
The Seniors credentials will be tested to the full when they visit Devon at Exmouth next Wed 2 June.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

