Hampshire 50+ v Oxford 50+

Wed 5 May 2010 at IBM Hursley
Friendly 

Hampshire 220-5
Oxford 221-5
Oxford won by 5 wickets

The Seniors fielded a much changed X1 for their second pre season friendly vs Oxford.
Skipper Ian Britton was rumoured to have won the toss with Tony Adams’ lucky silver dollar & duly elected to bat.

Runs were difficult to score early on but Britton continued his fine form from the Sussex game providing the backbone for the innings. Chris Wood (9), Tony Adams (4) struggled to impose themselves on the Oxford attack albeit the total was boosted by a proliferation of wide balls. Roy King (15) looked to be coming to terms with the wicket before he was adjudged lbw then skipper Britton (94) was finally out stumped (exhausted) – jug avoidance sprang to mind – a fine knock. A cameo innings from Paul Kerley (31*) supported by Pete (Mongoose) Tapper (15) saw the Seniors’ innings close on 220-5.
The Oxford openers Tew (27) & Evans (57) made steady inroads towards the target putting on 72 for the first wicket. The introduction of Munsey (79) accelerated the scoring as he plundered the Seniors’ attack with a fine display of clean hitting before he was bowled by Kerley (7-0-25-3). The match ended in the gathering gloom as Oxford coasted to victory with wickets & overs to spare.

It now remains for skipper Britton, having given opportunities to the majority of the squad, to burn the midnight oil and select a side for the first group fixture vs the Channel Islands at Hursley Park on Wed 26 May next.
Dick Batchelor - Scorer

