Hampshire 50+ v Sussex 50+

Wed 28 April 2010 at Arundel CC

Friendly 

Sussex 250-7

Hampshire 251-8

Hampshire won by 2 wickets

The Seniors 2010 season is underway. Neighbours Sussex hosted our traditional friendly opening fixture at Arundel where new skipper Ian Britton continued in “Barbados mode” by once again losing the toss and being invited to field.

Sussex openers Cole & Heberlein started steadily against the debutant attack of Darryl Osborne & Bill Norris, compiling 57 runs for the first wicket before Norris (8-1-26-1) snared Cole (30). The welcome reintroduction of Steve Mitchell (9-4-21-3), who missed most of last season through injury, pegged back the Sussex batters. He quickly found line & length, dismissing Woodward (4) to a stunning slip catch by Bill Norris, clean bowled Grey (0) & then trapped the dangerous Heberlein lbw (72) as Sussex stumbled to 112-4.

The Sussex middle order, Goodman (37), Barnes (41) & Faith (52) then regained the initiative scoring freely against Seniors bowlers Barry Goodman, Phil Loat & Andy Yorke, taking advantage of the short boundaries to finish on 250-7. 

In reply, Goodman (33) & Britton (61) made a positive start but thereafter the middle order crumbled as Neil Trestrail (3), Roy King (0), Colin Handley (7) & Loat (2) quickly departed leaving the Seniors in trouble at 129-6. Veteran Yorke & Guy Clifford set about repairing the damage putting on 54 for the 7th wicket before Clifford (30) was stumped. Enter “man of the match” Mitchell who rose to the challenge smashing the Sussex bowlers to all parts. When Yorke (25) was run out, 50 runs were still required off the last 5 overs. Ably supported by Norris (10*), Mitchell (50*) hit 4 sixes in a sparkling knock of only 28 balls as the Seniors reached their target off the penultimate ball.

A useful exercise – the Seniors next host Oxford on Wed 5 May in another friendly fixture at IBM Hursley before matters start in earnest. Skipper Britton intends to blood fresh faces in this game & the indications suggest the Seniors will be a competitive unit this season.

Dick Batchelor - Scorer

